
Cottingham CofE Primary School Termly Overview 
Class:  Willow EYFS 

Term: 3 

Key Text: The Three Billy Goats Gruff 

Reading:  The children will enjoy our new text, learning to 

retell the story orally and developing their own innovated ver-

sions. 

Writing:  We will focus on developing confidence in writing 

3 letter (CVC) words independently and attempting to write the 

most obvious sounds in longer words.  Writing labels, lists and 

messages in play. 

Phonics: 

In phonics, the children have now been taught all set 1 sounds 

with some children moving on to set 2 sounds this term. We will 

develop skills in reading and writing short words using set 1 

sounds with independence.  

Willow class children have been busy getting to know one another during 
the Autumn term as well as building relationships with staff.  During the 
Spring term, we hope to develop children’s attitude and behaviour to-
wards each other in order to strengthen these relationships.  Adults will 
support children to think about how others might be feeling, to take 
turns and play fairly. Through our PSHE scheme we will have focussed 
sessions to guide the children to think about different scenarios using 
adults as role models.  

Being able to deal with our own feelings and regulate our emotions will 
continue to take place, giving children tools to use when they are feeling, 
sad, angry, etc.  

We will use our new kitchen to promote independence and understand-
ing of what it is to be healthy. 

In P.E. lessons : 

Focus:  Creative 

This term we will be focusing on our creative skills. We will be exploring and describ-

ing different movements, linking them together to fit a theme. We will also be making 

up our own rules and versions of activities. We will be developing our co-ordination, 

practising our ball skills both independently and with a partner. Many outdoor oppor-

tunities will continue to be used to  develop core muscles and upper body strength. 

Fine and Gross Motor Skills   

We will be working on automaticity of writing letters, now that the children have been 

introduced to each letter of the alphabet, they will now begin to form these letters 

using mostly correct formation. Many activities will be used alongside handwriting 

activities to continue to develop  fine motor skills needed.  Scissors skills will also 

develop as the children learn to cut along guide lines and turn the paper. Cutting up 

dinner with a knife and fork will be encouraged at lunch times too. 

Gross motor skills remain very important, the children learn to coordinate, balance 

and develop the all important movements of shoulder, elbows and wrists.   

Literacy 

This term in Willow Class we will be discovering all about  an-

other famous explorer ‘Neil Armstrong’.  We will learn to ask 

questions and use words to talk about events which happened a 

long time ago.  

We will be finding out about special celebrations which happen 

during the first part of the year, starting off with Chinese New 

Year.  As part of our RE learning, we will continue to find out 

about different cultures and religions. In the garden we will be 

recognizing the changes through the winter season, thinking 

about processes such as freezing and melting. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Focus:  What Stories are Special and Why? 

In this unit we will discover about stories that are special to 

us and why. The children will be asked to bring in a special 

book from home and to talk about it’s meaning. We will find 

out about the Holy Bible and some of the stories from the 

bible and discover why this is a special book to Christians. 

We will then explore the Quran  and it’s importance to 

Muslims.  

As part of the children’s mathematics learning, they will be consolidating 

numbers to 5 and securing number bonds to 5. We will also begin to teach 

numbers 6 to 10. Giving children a deep understanding of each of these 

numbers. 

We will continue to learn more about 2D and 3d shapes and their proper-

ties along with pattern, measure and money. Each of these will be taught 

through play opportunities and our daily maths sessions. 

 

Maths 

This term, we will be exploring structures and in particu-

lar bridges (linked to the Three Billy Goats Gruff story). 

We will learn about different materials, joining and how 

to make structure more stable. We will learn how to work 

together to build models. In addition to this the children 

will have lots of opportunities to learn and develop art 

skills such as printing, drawing and painting.   

Expressive Arts and Design 

Focus: Everyone 

During this unit the children will be learning a series of nurse-

ry rhymes. Along with learning the words, the children will 

learn to play along on a range of classroom  instruments and 

perform in front of others. Part of our learning will be to follow 

rhythm and tempo. 

Music 

Understanding of the World 

During Spring term the children will be actively taking part in more op-

portunities to use their growing language skills. Talking about the holi-

days is a great opportunity to develop speaking and listening skills as 

the children learn to orally recount events. As part of this, we will help 

the children to develop their partner talk skills, what it means to show 

someone that you are listening with your whole body. 

We will be enjoying a new literacy text, the children will have lots of 

opportunities to learn this new text, along with many new words. Listen-

ing to and retelling stories continues to form foundations for much of our 

learning. 

The children will develop questioning skills, through play, we will devel-

op children’s curiosity. Adults will focus on questioning and support 

children to wonder about the world around them. 

Quest:  Into the Unknown 

In this learning quest we will discover all about Neil 

Amstrong. We will find out about his achievements  

and what it would have been like to  travel to Space. 

We will also find out about life a long time ago.  

Communication and Language 

Physical Development 

R.E.. 


