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Care – Build – Follow - Think 

16th March 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
Governors of the school meet twice a term and we had our latest meeting last week. I thought I would take the 
opportunity to share some of the items that were discussed. 
 
The return to school was topical and very pleasing to hear of happy children, high attendance rates and the 
continued effectiveness of the school bubbles. As parents, or carers, we are grateful (and relieved!) to have the 
children back and it further reinforces that being at school is what they need and enjoy. 
 
As parents/carers, we have a role to play to ensure that the school remains open. This is just stage one of a 
return to ‘normal’ and we must continue to adhere to Government guidelines that the school is following. We 
owe it to our children, their friends, the teachers, and to each other that we follow these guidelines both in and 
outside of school. The Government is concerned about complacency setting in which sees us lowering our guard 
and could return us to a place we have worked hard to get out of. We should also be conscious that Corby 
continues to have one of the highest infection rates of Covid in the UK, which makes us vulnerable. Your support 
is appreciated. 
 
Governors are regularly monitoring the school curriculum, child and staff wellbeing, and school policies. We also 
attend training to be compliant in Safeguarding, GDPR and other areas of school life where we may be called 
upon to support the school. In respect of these areas we are up-to-date and notably improved versus previous 
years. We can report that the school is compliant with its policies (all accessible via the school website) and 
Governors have maintained monitoring during lockdown albeit face-to-face class monitoring has not been 
possible.  
 
We also learnt at our meeting that Duncan Mills, CEO of PDET, has elected to retire at the end of this academic 
year. Duncan is well regarded and will be missed. In addition to the direction that PDET bring to all schools in the 
academy trust, Cottingham Primary is now a much neater and well-presented school (e.g. toilets and the hall 
floor) which Duncan has helped to achieve.  
 
Thank you again for your support. We wish you a continued safe and happy couple of weeks before the Easter 
break. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
David Sharman (Chairperson) and Governors 
Academy Governance Committee 

 


